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An authentic small plates cookbook from the top Basque chef in America. Acclaimed chef Gerald

Hirigoyen's sophisticated and delectable small plates, served at his restaurants, Bocadillos and

Piperade, set the standard for tapas in San Francisco. This book features 75 distinctive

California-inflected versions of Spanish tapas and French Basque dishes (including Salt Cod with

Piperade, Roasted Beets with Moroccan Spices, and Oxtail Empanadas with Spicy Mango Dip)

specially written for the home cook. Conveniently organized by type of dish--grilled, soups, braises,

skewers and toasts, sandwiches, bean dishes, and fried foods--and illustrated with the exemplary

photography of James Beard award-winning photographer Maren Caruso, PINTXOS is all you need

to host an authentic and stylish tapas party at home.Â  Â 
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Gerald Hirigoyen is from San Sebastien, that beautiful Atlantic coast town on the little crook neck

between France and Spain. It is neither. It is Basque, from the striped colored cloth to the bright red

pepper. Stay there and take pleasant day drives over to Bilbao (see the Guggenheim) and to Biarritz

(19th century playground of Europe). Authentic Basque cookbooks are the devil to come by. This

one rhymes well and is honest to the ham bone. If you want a book to drive a long or even a short

party, come hither. Beginners welcome. Experts will find their nuggets.This is a fine collection of

Basque inspired tapas (for pintxos just say PEEN-chos) recipes, nicely organized and with wine

parings. From griddle, beans, fried bites, little sandwiches, bites on bread, stews and braises,



soups, salads to the skewers from which the book gets it's name (pinchers) these are treats. The

back of the book offers recipes for panty items to have at your ready like piperade and basic

sauces. You get a simple explanation of vinegars with a reduction tip to make moscatel vinegar as a

usable substitute for aged (sweet sixteen plus) balsamic. Most balsamic we see is too young for

anything but salad.The Basque dinner hours are late and long. You cannot be fooling with complex

timing and rigidity. This is food to ignite your party and fuel it through the wee hours. From "Figs

Marinated in Sherry with Aged Goat Cheese and Basil", "Baby Beets, Cucumbers, Olives and Feta

Skewers," "Caramelized Onions with Idiazabal Cheese", "Seared beef with Piquillo Pepper and

Shallot Jam", to "Chicken Skewers with Yogurt-Mint Dipping Sauce" and "Duck Breast with Oranges

and Green Olives".
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